
The Imagination Prescription: Preparing the next generation 
of medical professionals  with 21st-century skills through 

democratic engagement, civic learning, fiction, film and fun
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• Use introductory fiction 
writing techniques

• Critique peer work 
objectively using learned 
techniques and standards

• Adapt basic fiction writing 
pedagogy to a broadcast 
format

• Engage CHOP patients with 
imaginative activities

• Adapt, act and react to 
changeable circumstances

• Serve CHOP with 
effectiveness and sensitivity

Twenty-first-century skills are broadly defined as 
skills required to succeed in the contemporary 
workforce. The following skills are demonstrated 
outcomes of Story Medicine:

• Civic literacy, health and wellness awareness
• Learning and thinking skills
• Critical-thinking and problem-solving skills
• Life skills
• Civic Engagement
• Experiences with Diverse Populations
• Transferable Skills

Course engagement is a retention tool, facilitates 
the acquisition of 21st-century skills and is 
identified as an outcome of Story Medicine 

Story telling is reported as preparing future 
physicians: The field of narrative medicine trains 
physicians in effective and creative storytelling 
techniques

•Narrative medicine helps doctors process their own 
professional experience
•Narrative medicine correlates with improved          
patient outcomes 

Story Medicine provides both 
content and skill. Its innovation 
lies in combining a unique 
pedagogical experience for 
undergraduates and Drexel’s 
sophisticated cutting edge 
technological resources with a 
hands-on creative journey for 
hospitalized children.

Institutions of higher education often 
offer creative or fiction writing 
courses to students.  Unfortunately, 
such courses are often only 
identified as valuable to humanities 
majors. Research has 
demonstrated that employers seek 
21st-century skills in their 
employees and medical 
professionals are now using story 
telling as a healthcare tool.

One student best described the 
pedagogy when she stated, “This 
course has allowed me a glimpse 
into my future, solidifying my 
desires to be a physician."

Drexel University’s Story Medicine 
is an example of an applied 
humanities pedagogy that has a 
lasting effect on future health 
science professionals. The 
community engaged learning that 
occurs within this course provides 
more than traditional discipline 
specific learning outcomes; 
students acquire 21st-century skills 
and transformative personal 
experiences that shape students’ 
study and practice of science and 
health professionals. 
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�Going to CHOP always means there is a brand new 
problem to solve. They don't have clear solutions, and 

they almost always require a hasty resolution. When I 

started my work at CHOP over a year ago, the 

constant need for problem solving skills was 
somewhat of a strain on my abilities. After so much 

practice however, it has now become part of the fun. 

Story Medicine has helped me improve greatly upon 

my ability not only to solve problems on my own, but 
to work together with other students to solve them 
as well. Being in an environment where creative and 

innovative solutions are rewarded, it has given me a 

place to grow my skills without suffering from a fear 

of failure. It is a place that I am truly grateful for.”

“... as students, we had to find ways to communicate 
(with CHOP patients) that did not depend on ordinary 

speech. In each case we were successful, because we 
listened and learned from the patients. We took our cues 
from their actions; we did not depend on our words. And in 

the end, both us and the patient completely understood 

each other. Through Story Medicine I have learned that 
communication barriers can be easily overcome if people 

are willing to be sensitive to each other and take the time to 
understand one another.

�In this class, my fellow students, and of course Nomi 
have taught me anything, it would definitely be to 

embrace opportunities that reside way outside of your 
comfort zone.�

“Working with kids can be tough and it's forced me out 
of my comfort zone in so many ways. I tend to be a 

more introverted person so I’ve had to push myself to 

act on camera and interact with patients. I always felt a 

little nervous talking to them until one day I met a little 
girl who had Leukemia. Like her, I had Leukemia when I 

was little and had my treatment at CHOP as well. I felt 

like I was able to connect with her and provide some 

assurance to her parents that she could go on to lead a 

normal life. The class has led me to realize that I can 
translate my own personal experiences into 
professional settings.”

Introduction

Story Medicine has 
taught me to think 

on my feet and think 

and act 

improvisationally, in 
order to solve a 

problem, or make a 

moment more 

entertaining for a 

patient with whom 
we are interacting.  

�From the start, Story Medicine 
students are expected to hit the 

ground running. The second 

week of the term we were 

already on air, acting out archives 
from previous cohorts, and even 

starting the rough drafts of our 

very own skits. I quickly began 

gaining skills that I never 

thought were attainable so early 

on in my career.�
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